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HOUGH I ſhould have 
been well | enough. pleas'd 
with your Character of an 
"honeſt -Diſſenter. in Manus . 
ſcript, yet if you had taken me into 
your Counſels, I ſhould never have ad- 
vis'd the publiſhing of it: As there is 
a ſhew of Argument in it, I might per- 
haps: ha ve thought it proper to be dif- 
pers d among Friends; our young Di- 
vines, and indeed moſt of the zealous 
Men among us, want all kind of Helps 
to enable em to engage tlie SeFaries i 
———_ Converſation 3 and t! 
your Papers, if you had kept em for. 
| Four own . to 2 eſh Som 3 
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(a) 


That whoever publiſhes makes his A p- 
peal to the World for the Juſtice of the 


Cauſe he engages in; and, renouncing 
all other Advantages, depends upon the 
Force of his Argument, which he ſub- 
mits to the publick Cenſure. So, that to 
ek. my Mind? freely, I think we of 
me Aablid Church, have in great 
185 akute betrayd our Cauſe by engaging 


our Adverſaries in open Controverſy; 


ſince in moſt of the Diſputes between us, I 
the Authority of the Church, which: is 

our. mighty Support, is laid aſide. Why 
Ihbould we perplex ourſelves and our 


Reatlers with Queſtions of the Lawful- 


neſs, or Expediency of Ceremonies, or 
the Nature of Schiſm, when the Church 


hath already aſſerted; her own Right to 


impoſe, and has actually impos'd the 
Things we contend for under Pain of 


Excommunication on thoſe that will not 


receive em? This Iſpeak by by bye, 


+ 4 | to 
| 9% 
$2 * 
** ; > 


ꝛem to your Neighbours upon Exigence, 

might have done our Cauſe Service, 
Which I fear Printing never will. 
You know, as well as J can tell you, 


$-— + 
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(5). 


to ſhew the Indiſcretion of this way Fu 
Writing in general; but for your on 
particular, you muſt give, me leave to 
deal a little more freely With you. 

- Oux Adverſaries triumph exceedings 
ly over your Performance; © In whichs, 

ce they ſay, you have. dilkover more a_ 

your own Weakneſs, than of theirs :? 

os ſome of em have pretended to me, 

That they can read it with as much Sa- 
tisſaction as you wrote it; if which, I 

dare ſay, they do you wrong; tho” in- 

deed, I am afraid it 1 them no great 
Uneaſineſs. 
- *Twas prudently FRO to belperic 
55 their good Opinion in the Title-page, The 
Character of an honeſt Diſſenter ©: Imply- 
ing, I preſume, that there are ſome ho- 
neſt Men among 'em; But then you 
ſhould not have taken off the Maſk fo 

early as you do in the Prefate, where you 
declare, & That you. never met with One * prog. it 
to whom the Character does belong ; or that Fit. 
Þ it is very difficult to find One; eſpecially, + Pref, 24 
when you were drawing, his Picture; 3 
this to diſcover mhat one Man is, intimating Pref 
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cold, lifeleſs Exhortation you give. em 


06) 


70 others what they ſhould, or ſbould not be? 


which is the Pretence of your Book ? Or 
rather, Is it not to draw a Character 
which never was, or probably will be, 


ſhewn in Life? Your Zeal here, Bro- 
ther, is without Prudence, if not with- 
out Knowledge. For tho' it was diſ- 
creet enough not to publiſh any 'Thing 


ſo harſh and ſevere againſt the Diſſen- 
ters, till you had got . handſomely from 
ſome of 'em towards building your Vi- 
caridge-Houſe ; yet ſtill you may, on 


ſome other Occaſion, want their Af 
ſiſtance. They. have been generally ve- 
ry civil and liberal to us of the Cler- 
gy, in not only paying us beyond our 


Due, but helping us upon ſuch extra- 


ordinary Occaſions as yours. But in- 
deed, I am afraid we ſhall all fare the 


warſe far your Treatment of 'em; and 
that they will be tempted to think, the 


doing us a Favour is the ſureſt way to 
procure our ill Treatment. This, give 
me leave to ſay, is too great an Injury 
to the Church to be recompenc'd by the 


in 


(7) 
in another Part of your Book, to pay 
their Tythes, I wonder how you, who 
ſeem to be ſo very careful of your Inte- 
reſt there, ſhould overſee it fo groſsly 
here. And I am the more ſurpriz?d at 
this Declaration of yours, becauſe I am 
inform'd you have ſome Diſſenters in 
your Neighbourhood, who deſerve bet-. 
ter Treatment; eſpecially from One, 
who I am inform'd, has receiv'd Fa- 
vours from 'em, and has profeſs'd an 
Eſteem of em. Is it, then, Gentleman, 
or Chriſtian Dealing, thus to condemn 
a whole Body of Men? If you do indeed 
condemn em, becauſe . upon ſecond 
Thoughts I begin to doubt whether you _ 
do or no: You ſay indeed, They do not ex- > 3 | 
actly come up 10 your ſeveral C haracters of an . 
honeſt Diſſenter. And as you have order'd - Bn 
it, *tis no matter if they do not; becauſe | f 
if they did, I queſtion whether even you 1 | 
would think 'em honeſt Menn. 9 

You would have every Man, you ſay, Prep I | 
of what Perſuaſion ſoever, conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charge his Duty ; for what is the Motive of 


your - W riting, foould be the Rule of other 
Mens 


. Mens Lines,” VIZ. . att „ i the 
beſt of what they are ar can be informid f. 

FTS, I take it, is Four, Chatnine - 

of an honeſt Man, or in your; own 

Words, of One that conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charges his Duty; you purſue the ſame 

Character in the ſecond and third Marks, 

| 24 and 3a Which conſiſts, in examining the Grounds 

Marks. of the Separation ſobe ry, carefully, and im- 

: partially, in ſetting one's ſelf as free as. poſſi» 

"bg le, from all Prejudices and prepoſſeſſions un 
either Side, reſolving to be determin'd by Rea- 

ſon, to follow Conviction, and to embrace 

Truth, on which Side ſoever it appears to le; 

Fag. 13. and conclude, | that i a Maxim ' which 

' Reaſon, Religion, and C hriſtianity in parti- 

cular inforces, That a Man's Opinion and 

Practice muſt be directed by the beſt Rnom- 

ledge he has or can have of the Things alout 

which they are concern d. And in another 
Place, That the honeſt Man endeavours io 

ſquare his Actions according to the beſt In- 
formation he has, or can have from Reaſon 


| or Revelation. Here you give up the 
= \ Controverſy between the Church and 


en. 
hk. 


Judge 


p 


0 8 - by making them the 


8 tg „ 


— 


Jodgez for ee againſt us: For, 


| 2 none can judge, who ſquares his Acti- 


ons according to the beſt Information, 
but God and ourſelves: This is, indeed, 
the Doctrine which other Proteſtants ad- 
vance, making Sincerity, the only Mark 
of Honeſty, and the only: Ground of Ac- 
ceptance with God; and it is what we 
have made good Uſe of againſt the Pa- 
piſts, when they urge the neceſſity of an 
infallible Judge, as well as an infallible 
Rule: Indeed, we have nq; other, and 
ſo are forced to make uſe of this. But 
you, Brother, are the Eirſt that ever un- 
adviſedly made uſe of it againſt the 
Diſſenters, whereby you | have entircly 
releas'd them from our Authority, and 
{et them on a Level with us: 

Nax, indeed, I wiſh you have not 
by this means ſer them on the higher 
Ground; ſince. they can glory in their 
Sufferings all along, and from which they 
pretend, they are not at preſent free, as 

the higheſt Marks of their Sincerity ; 
which you know we can't brag of, It 
having been our diſtinguiſhing Cha- 
TEE racter, 
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(10 
rafter to comply with whatever our Su- 
periors have enjoyn'd in Church, and 
State: No doubt we have done this from 
principles of Obedience, and in order to 
preſerve our Uſefulneſs : But they will be 
apt to ſay, it was to keep thoſe Prefer- 
ments which they flung up in 1662 : But 
then, on the Foot you have unhappily * 
put the Controverſy here, we cannot 
give ſuch proofs of Sincerity as they: But, 
| indeed, the Evidence will be on their fide, 5 
| Sap ito and the Sußpeſition on ours. 4 
Bur let us ſee whether, as you have 
put it, the Diſſenter can be an honeſt 
Man : It will be very hard if you 
have put him under an Impoſhbility of 

being ſo. 

M Iv. Now, the honeſt Diſſenter, you ſay, 
communicates his Scraples to his parochial 
Pg. 17, Miniſter, and does not determine himſelf 
without the Kyowledge, Advice, and Ap- 
PROBATION of him, whom he looks upon 
2 the Guide, and Dixxc rox of his Soul, 
and its Concerns, and the proper Judge of the 
Cauſes of his Separation ; for whilſt a Man 
continues in the C bare or, indeed, whilſt he 
cont inves 


Peg. 18. 
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3 
gontinues 4 Member of any C ongregation ho 
ſubmits himſelf and his Conſcience to the Di. 
rection of the Paſtor of the Congregati- 
ov. Now, unleſs theſe Things can be 
reconciPd ; unleſs a Man may act ac- 
cording to the beſt Information he has, 
and not act but by the Approbation of his 
parochial Guide ; unleſs a Man, after an 
impartial Inquiry into the Grounds of 
Separation, may be determin'd by his 

own Reaſon (for that is your Senſe in 
the place) and at the ſame time ſubmit 

himſelf, and his Conſcience to the Dire- J 
tion of another: In ſhort, unleſs a Man | b 
may reſolve to embrace Truth on which g 
Side ſoever it appear to be, and yet re- 
ſolve to embrace nothing for Truth but 
what a third Perſon, who our Adverſa- 
ries, by the bye, ſay, is under ftrong 
Temptations to miſlead *em, does ap- 
prove; you muſt acknowledge, that your 
Diſſenter is inconſiſtent with himſelf; l 
and that indeed, *tis impoſſible he ſhould n= 
be an honeſt Man, according to your 
own Notion of Honeſty, tho? you ſhould 
in great Goodneſs to him, allow him the 


B 2 Character 


* Pref, 


(1) 


Character of an * Honzsr Snun cn. 


n now we are upon aha Subject 


of Submiſſion to ſpiritual Guides, you 


muſt bear with me while I ſhew you 


wherein, I think, you have mightily miſ- 
taken your Way. You cannot but know 
that this is a very tender Point, and 


ought to be handled with the utmoſt 


caution ; not only * becauſe many of our 


own Friends, who otherwiſe are diſpos'd 
to pay us the greateſt Reſpect, are not 


yet ſufficiently inſtructed in this Point; 
but becauſe the Sectaries, and Papiſts will 
both make their Advantage of it: The 
Former .will ſay, we are gone from the 
Principles of the firſt Reformers, and 


upon which the Reformation was 
grounded Sthe Latter will as readily pre- 
tend, that we did not leave them for the 


Truths of the Goſpel, but for Power, and: 


that while we are proteſting againſt the 
Pope's Infallibility, we are ſetting up our 


own in its Place. For theſe Reaſons we 
ought never to claim, ſo much as, indiſ- 


mm Authority in expreſs terms, but 


 Houlg 


(3 ) 

ſhould be as loud as our Neighboutsy 
our Zeal for the Scripture ; that it con- 
tains all things neceſſary for Salvation; 
that, in neceſſary Things, the Senſe of it 
is plain to any Capacity, ſo it be read 
with due Attention, and an honeſt Diſpo- 
ſition; that 'tis a perfect Rule of Faith 
and Manners, and is to be read by all 
ſorts of People: But then we may, upon 
proper Occaſions, talk of Submiſſion to 
the higher Powers, and the Authority of 
the Church, without determining what 
degrees of Submiſſion or Authority we 
mean, or who the higher Powers and 
Church are; Or we may ſafely enough 
call ourſelves the Embaſſadors of- Chriſt, 
who attend upon this very thing, to whom the 
word of Reconciliation is committed, who in 
Chriſt'ès ſtead prajs the people to be reconciled. 
70 God, and, in the beſt manner we can, 
let our Hearers know, that we watch for 
their Souls, and are Over them in the Lord. 
Now by keeping in Generals, and con- 
fining ourſelves as near as we can to the 
Phraſe of Scripture, we reap this double 
LOL Our honeſt Neighbours, who 

you 


"6 


you know are more wrought upon by | 


the Pomp of Expreſſion than the Weight 
of Argument, are happily diſpos'd to pay 


us the Reverence we dare not demand, 


and at the ſame time never ſo much as 
ſuſpect that we are ſetting up an Autho- 
rity over *em, which is inconſiſtent with 
the Word of God. | 
Bur now, what have you done! Indeed, 
Brother, your Zeal has tranſported you 
beyond all Reaſon ; you have deny'd the 
Sufficiency of Scripture, and ſet up ano- 
ther Rule for us to judge by in the con- 


cerns of our Souls: The honeſt Diſſenter, 
you ſay, has conſulted thoſe paſſages of Scri- 


pture, and thoſe Teſtimonies of Anti quity, 


which are made uſe of to eſtabliſb the neceſſity 


of the Epiſcopal Oder, (pag. 11.) Now, if 
the Epiſcopal Order is neceſſary to a 
Church, and yet not to be prov'd with- 


out the Teſtimony of Antiquity ; how is 
the Scripture a perfect Rule of Faith and 


Manners, as we Proteſtants have always 
call'd it? Beſides, Would any Man in 
his Senſes have talk'd at the rate you do? 
* hat the People are bound to ſubmit 


their 


oo OT 
their Conſciences to our DtxxœrION j 
that no. honeſt Man will determine his 


conduct without the ArpexozATION of 


his parochial Miniſter, who you fay, in 
the ſame place, is the DixzcToR of his 
Soul and its concerns? Will not your 
Readers cry out Popery upon you ? Nay, 
will they not ſay your Doctrine is worſe 
than Popery, as much as ten Thouſand 
infallible Guides are more inſupportable, 
and implies a greater Abſurdity than 
One? 


You tell us, I confeſs, very roundly, 
That the Miniſter of the pariſh is the Perſon Hie. 


whom the Laws of God and Man have ſet, 
and appointed to attend upon this very thing. 
But you ought to have conſider'd, that 
whatever Opinion you may have of your 
own Judgment, or however you may 
preſcribe to your Pariſfoners, Our Ad- 
verſaries are an Obſtinate ſort of People, 
and will be calling for Proofs in the caſe; 
you ought I ſay to have conſider'd this, 
and not have reſted a Point of ſuch con- 
ſequence on your bare Aſſertion. If di- 


vine and humane Laws are conſider'd di- 
ſitinctly 
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ſtinctly in the Queſtion, Pm afraid it 
muſt be granted, that ſince Pariſhes, 
Dioceſes, Provinces and Kingdoms, are 
merely of humane Diviſion, the Laws of 
God have nothing to do in the Queſtion ; 
if you ſay, That the Laws of God re- 
quire Obedience to thoſe whom the Laws 
of Man have appointed (which J believe 
is your meaning) how ſhall we anſwer 
what is commonly urg'd by our Adver- 
faries, © That humane Authority is in all 
Places the ſame, and conſequently two 
« Perſons, nay, the ſame Perſon in diffe= 
&« rent Places, may be under different, in- 
e conſiſtent Obligations about the ſame 
« Things? ” In Exgland, the Articles of 
our Church are the Standard of Truth; in 
Scotland, their Confeſſion of Faith, and in 
Spain, the Decrees of the Council of Trent: 
On this ſide the Tweed, Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion only is by divine Right; On the o- 
ther ſide, tis an Uſurpation on the rights 
of the Presbyters ; and in popiſh Countries, 
they are both ſchiſmatical Nullities. 
THIS, they think, is ſufficient to 
ſhew the Abſurdity of reſolving every 
thing 


(17) 
thing into humane Authority ; eſpecially 
if one thinks, as you do, (p. 10.) that true 
Principles are of no leſs Conſequence to Men 
than that their Salvation depends upon 
em; becauſe at that Rate, if Error be 
* eftabliſh'd by Law (as you know all 


Churches but ours are in the wrong) a 
Man may beoblig'd to ſubmit to Autho- 
© rity, and yet be damn'd for doing it: 
But your Scheme of Parochial Power, 
they fay, carries it a great deal further, 


and truly for the preſent I cant't help 
being of their Mind: For it not only 
eſtabliſhes a Spiritual Kingdom in the 
Temporal, in which Caſe the former, 
fince it regards our eternal Concerns, and 
ſince you know tis eaſy to perſuade the 
People that all their Actions of what kind 
ſoever have a neceſſary tendency to ad- 
vance or hinder their Salvation, will get 
the better of the Latter; but ſets up a 
Kingdom within a Kingdom, even in ſpi- 
ritual Matters. We muſt either drop the 
Notion of a National Eſtabliſhment or 
parochial Scheme,or confeſs that this is ſo; 
and that every Man. is born under Two 

C Jurif- 


6 
juriſdictions in the ſame ſpiritual Mat. 
ters; Two, that may be inconſiſtent, and 
always will be ſo, as oſten as the Parſon 
of the Pariſh is not entirely in the Opi- 
nion of the Church expreſs'd in the Arti: 
cles, Homilies, &c. and other publick 
Determinattons ; and that this is very = 
often the Caſe, you that have heard our 
Miniſters inveigh againſt the King's 
Supremacy, and ridicule the Calviniſtical 
Doctrines, cannot be ignorant of. 

Bxs1ves, if one Pariſh Prieſt is to 
be ſubmitted to, becauſe the Law. has 
made him ſo; it will follow, that 
every One muſt, for the ſame Reaſon : 
And then, what a Condition ate People 
in upon the Death, or Removal of their 
Miniſters? They muſt believe, and 
practice one Thing to Day, another to 
Morrow, and a third, contrary to both 
next Week, if their Parfons ſhould not bs 
entirely agree in their Sentiments of E 
Things; and can you be ſecure they | 
will? Nay, is it not almoſt impoſſible 
they ſhould ? Unleſs they are as care- 

leſs 
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leſs in ſpiritual Matters, as you would 


have their People be. 


THERE is another Conſequence to 
be drawn from this Doctrine, which we 
of all Men living ought particularly to 


guard againſt, and which you, if you had 


known the Conſtitution of our Church, 


would have been aware of; namely, 


That Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, as our 
Church underſtands it, is entirely de- 
ſtroy'd by it. The Biſhop, you know, 
in the Senſe of our Church, is the Paſtor 
of his Dioceſe, and the Pariſh Prieſts on- 
ly his Curates ; and therefore in the Pray- 


er for the Clergy, ſhe makes no other 


Diſtinction, than that of Biſhops, and 
Curates; Send down upon our Biſhops and 
Curates, and all Congregations committed 
ta their Charge, &c. But it, as you 
would have it, the Parſon is the Guide, 
and Director of the Souls, and the Paſtor 


of his People, he cannot, in the Exerciſe 


of that Power, be ſubject ſo much as to 
his Dioceſan ; ſince if he was, the People 
would not be ſo properly under his Direc- 
tion, as under that of the Biſhop, from 

C2 whom 


. 
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whom the Parſon receives his Power and 


(20) 


* 


: Up on the Whole, I wick this No- 


tion of yours has all the Miſchiefs of Po- 
pery in it, with ten times its Abſurdity. 


So that I muſt deſire you to read and 
conſider this Part of your Performance 
once more, and continue it in mma 


Edition, if you can. 

AN p, as you have betray'd your 
Cauſe, by making your Characters in- 
conſiſtent with one another, as well as 
with your own Account of common Ho- 


neſty: So have you given our Adverſaries 


a great- deal of Reaſon to triumph, by 
multiplying Words to no manner of Pur- 
poſe. I would ſuppoſe, That in your 
Marks of an honeſt Diſſenter, you had your 
Eye on fuch Qualities as are peculiar 


to him as a Diſſenter; and do either ex- 


tenuate the Guilt of his Separation, or at 


leaſt diſpoſe him to renounce it: Other- 


wiſe, whatever is ſaid of him, may be ap- 
ply*d to any other honeſt Man, and con- 
ſequently, cannot be his Character, con- 
ſidered as a Diſſenter ; So that to ſay, He 
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dieſires to maintain Be Unity of the Church: ; Mark. 


tholick Communion one among another; 
and that otherwiſe, our Church is not in 
oy with apy Chriſtian Society, or 

SAGE 


That he examines Things ſoberly, and imparti- :* Taft. 
ally ; That he does not withehold what is legally 5" Inſt. | 
due to his parochial Miniſter ; That he allows I 
himſelf in the habitzal Practice of no Sin, and 11. Mark. | 
is in Charity with all Men: Is in all Reſpects 12. . 
as impertinent, as to ſay, That an honeſt f 
Clergyman does not Swear to the Go- 
vernment, with an Intent to ſubvert it; _— 
or teach Doctrines for the Truths of God, = 
which he does not believe ; ſince theſe | 
are Things in which all honeſt Men agree. ö 
But to be a little more particular. L 
As to your firſt, and what you call the i 
main Part of the Character, you can- f 
not but know, that the Diſſenters pretend | 
at leaſt, to endeavour after the Unity of 9 
the Church as much as we do, and that f 
the Queſtion between us, is not, Whether 5 
Vaity ought to be preſervd; but where- 
in it does conſiſt? Which, they ſay, is in 
maintaining the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, 
and in preſerving mutual Love, and a Ca- 


1 622) 
eeeen with itſelf: For if we place it in an 
1 4 Agreement of Opinion, or Uniformity of 
Worſhip, or Government; The firſt; ſay 
they, never. was, or will bem this ſide of 
Heaven; the two latter, we have not in 
our own Church, Cathedral and Parochi- 
al Worſhip, differing from.one another as 
widely as their Way does from ours : And 
Tho? the greater Number of the Church- 
es of England, are ſubject to Epiſcopal Ju- 
riſdiction; yet a great Number of em 
are entirely exempted from it. So that, 
whatever you ſay on that Head, does not 
in the leaſt affect them, unleſs you had 
ſhewn what is the Unity you plead for : 
Which, I think you have not done. 
As for your ſecond and third Marks, the 
Diſſenters are willing tojoin Iſſue with us 
upon the Obligation we are all under to 
= 288% follow the Dictates of our Canſciences ; 
Which, they ſay, is founded on this lai 
Rule, That me are to worſhip God in Since- 
rit), and Truth. But you, I find, cannat 
truſt your Cauſe on that Iſſue; and there- 
3 fore deſtroy it in your fourth Mark, as I 
"3 have already . 


"2 INDEED, 


ſome Pain for you, doubting how you 
would ſecure your Retreat here: For if it 


IN DEEP, I could not But be unde ö 


be the Duty of Diſſenters to examine ſor 


*X themſelves, I did not know but it might 
be equally a Duty on us of the Eſtabliſh- 


ment, eſpecially when it is the Mark of com- 
mon Honeſty, to act according to the beſt In- 
Formation we have. You know ſome of the 
beſt of our Writers have juſtiſy d our Se- 


paration from the Church of Rome on that 
Ground, and no other: Mr. Chillinzworth 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon, and, indeed, moſt of 
our Divines, who have engag'd in the 
popiſh Controverſy, have turn'd their 


Strength this Way : But you, Sir, have 


found out a new. Way to vindicate the 
Church, and have very luckily eas'd her 
Members of the Fatigue of r 
which you have thrown on the Sectaries 


Pref. 


for their Diſobedience: You fay, They who Pag. 7. 


vppoſe that which is eſcabliſbid, are certainly 


bblig'd to have ſolid Grounds, and ſubftantidl 5 


Reaſo ons for ſuch their Oppoſe tion; whereas they, 


who in Conformity to the EfabliſÞment, and in 


Obedi tence to their Governors, continua! in 'the 
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(24) 
Church, are not equally bound to defend and 
maintain every Point of their Communion; 
Þag. 8. for the Charchmen if they are miſtaken, do but OF 
4 good Thing, i. e. Obey for mant of ſufficient 
Information; whereas, the Diſſenters if they WY 
err, do an ill Thing, is e. Diſobey, for want of 
Pap. 13 :* rightly informing themſelves : Nay, tho they 4 
"* ſhould be in the right, there is not the leaſt 
Shadow of. Excuſe for em, becauſe they 
are ſo, thro* 4 blind, and ignorant Pre- 
jadice. So that notwithſtanding, the ho= 
nueſt Man endeavours to ſquare all his Aﬀtions 
5 according to the beft Information be hath, or 
| can have, from Reaſon or Revelation ; not- 
withſtanding true Principles are, you ſay, 
peceſſary # to Salvation; . notwithſtanding we 
= are to render God a reaſonable Service, 
= and in St. Pauls Words, which you yery | 
= mr awkardly pervert, To prove all Things, and 
Pola faſt that which is good, and to render an 
Account of our Faith; you believe, that Or 
beedience, is better than Sincerity, or a 
1 right Belief; and that the God of Truth 
„ Will accept "the Sacrifice of 1 Fools ; as our 
HOMES Adverſaries ſay, all Worſhip He has 
8 yarranted is, if it be done in pro- 
3 found 


Pag. 2. 


7 neſs ? Beſides, if the Churchman was ju- 


bound Reſpect to our Felew-C hates 
vo d tell us, indeed, That Governors t. 5. 
= being to be obey d in all Things lauful, "tis 

1 ſuc for thoſs who obey, to be perſuaded 
that the Things are lawful in which they do ſo: 
But then, how 4 is that- conſiſtent with o- 


1 which you fay, i is a good Thiog ? Is there 
do Difference between being perſuaded 


FX of the Lawfulneſs of a Thing, and the not 
being rightly inform'd of its Unlawful 


ſtified only upon his Perſuaſion of the + 
= -Lawfulneſs of the Terms of Conformity, 

what Difference is there between him and 

the Diſſenter, as to the Duty of Exami - 
mation? Can a Man be perſuaded of the 
Lawfulneſs of any Courſe, without exa- =_— 
mining what can be ſaid for, and againſt Fn. 2 
ir? So that you muſt confeſs, Either that 
you have made a Diſtinction, where there 
is no real Difference, or elſe that Diſe 
ſenters only are bound tõ worſoip God in, 5 
Spirit and in Truth; hut that a blind Ohe, 
dience to an humane Inſtitution, wil 9 
the nn s Turn as well: Which * 


Pag. 1 24 
Edid 7. 


( 26 ) 


believe is 4 Secret unknown to the Anci- 
ents, and reſery'd for your Diſcovery, 
who have ſo happily pleaded for Con- 
viction againſt Evidence. I would not 
wrong you, and therefore Pl! repeat your 
Words; He (that is the honeſt Diſſenter) 
will not have the worſe Opinion of any Thing, 
becauſe it is not what he has been taught, 
BEL1EvEs, or practiſes; but will have that 
profound Veneration for Truth, which it de- 
ſerves, i. e. give it leave to convince him. 
Now, tho' an honeſt Man has not the 
worſe Opinion of the Perſon of another, 
becauſe he does not believe as he does; he 
muſt, whether he will or no, have this ill 
Opinion of a Propoſition which he does 
not believe, viz. That *ris falſe ; nor can 
he, however you may find yourſelf dif- 
pos'd to it, give any eh Leave to con- 


vince him, till he believes it 1s ſo. © 


T uE Caſe you put of Obedience to 
Princes, tho“ 
their Title to Part of their Domini- 
ons, Town, did ſurprize me; for, be- 


ſides that it is nothing to the Purpoſe, O- 


bedience to them being due only on Ac- 


coun 


erhaps one cannot prove 


Cn. = 
count of protection, and for the Security 
of our Civil Intereſts; which Ends, if 
they are gain'd as well under an Uſurper, 
as the lawful Prince, we are to look no 
farther. Whereas religious Worſhip is a 


Thing of a quite different Nature, and 


regards our future State : So that in the 
firſt Caſe, we are to ſtudy only the Peace 
of the Society to which we belong ; :: Mt 
the latter, we are ſtrictly to conform our- 

ſelves to the Will of God, be the tempo- 
ral Conſequence what it will: I ſay, be- 
ſides all this, you could not have fall'n on 
a more unlucky Topick than this of the 
Rights of Princes : Time was, when we 
were allow'd to ſtate the Difference be- 
tween de Jure, and de Facto Kings; and to 
make the Acts of the latter, (whom we 
always ſuppos'd to be mere Parliamenta- 
ry ones) valid, or invalid , abſolutely or to 
ſpecial Purpoſe; as we ovale fit : But 
theſe Times will not bear ſuch Inquiries, 
we mult ſwear and pray, whether we will 
or no: Therefore let me beg it of you, 


as you regard the Quiet of ſome of the ho- 


neſt Churchmen in your Neighbourhood, 
lay no more of that Matter, TI SHALL 


(28) 


I SHALL take a little Notice of another It 
Mark of an honeſt Diſſenter ; in which, ® ne 


T faid before, all honeſt Men agree with 
him, becauſe it will naturally bring me 
to ſome others that have not heen touch'd 


1> Mark. upon; which is, that He is entirely and 


perfectly in Charity with all other Chriſtians, 
And therefore however they differ from him, 
he is willing to believe they do ſo upon Prince 
ples of the ſame Honeſty with himſelf. 
Tax Sectaries, I believe, will not quar- 
rel with you for making Charity one Part 
of the Character of an honeſt Man; be- 
cauſe they ſay, tis the very CharaQeriſ 
tick of Chriſtianity ; *tis the Diſpoſition 
by which the Followers of the meek and 
humble Jeſus, are diſtinguiſnh'd from the 
World; By this, ſhall all Men know that ye are 
my Diſciples, if you love one another. But 
how is this Chriſtian Charity to be ex- 
preſsd? You fay, by putting the beſt 
Conſtruction, in doubtful Caſes, upon 
the Words and Actions of another 
which they will bear. But is this all? 
Does it conſiſt only in Thinking well, or 
e 1 ſpeaking handſomely of 
Fhoſe 
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ſt Heathen may have as good Pretenſi- 
to this Chriſtian Vertue, as the beſt 


f 3 jan amon g us. Beſides, ro what Pur- 


Thoſe thar differ from him, if he is bound 


Fo declare by the whole Tenour of his 
Adtions, that he looks upon them as no 


potter than Heathens or Paublicans? And 


Air, that the Sacrament of the Lord's-Sup- 


ver was inſtituted for a perpetual Memori- 


2 al of the Love of Chriſt to us, and as a 


Badge of ours to one another; Shall we 
then pretend to mutual Charity, and yet 
1 any from our Aſſemblies, whom, 
of you confeſs, we are 'ablig'd to account 


# honeſt Men; and, tho? miſtaken in ſome 
Points good Chriflians! ? Did not the Ju- 
aan, and other Chriſtians, differ in 


ſome 


1 4 et the honeſt Diſſenter, you ſay, renoun- 6, , g. 
es Communion with all that differ from him, 

1 0 the-Differenct lies only in ſpeculative Opi- 
; 4 ions, and has à mean Opinion of thoſe of the 
YCharch that even occaſionally worſhip God with 
him. This is the Subſtance of the ſixth, 
ſeventh, and eighth Marks. You know, 


Mark. 


(30) 


ſome Matters which were of as great, er 
greater Conſequence, „than thoſe be- 


tween us and the Diſſenters ? But did they 
not at the ſame time communicate toge- 
ther? Had not Peter and Paul their Dif- 
ferences? yet we may be ſure they wor- 
ſhiped God in the ſame Place; nay, did 
not Paul himſelf, tho? he oppos'd thoſe 
that aſſerted the abſolute Neceſſity of the 
Jewiſh Ceremonies, I fay, did not he uſe 
em among the Jews, and become all Things 
to all Men? And, indeed, I don't know 
how the Catholick Church can with any 
Propriety be calPd the Body of Chriſt, it 
che ſeveral Members of it are to have no 
ſpiritual Commerce with one another. 

Bur, you ſay, The Presbyterians and 
Anabaptiſts ſhould not worſhip God together, 
Why not ?: Becauſe they differ in a Point 
which has no manner of Relation to ordi- 
nary Worſhip ? But 4 Diſſenter ſhould ne- 


ver worſhip with the Church: That is, he | * 
-ſhould hate us as heartily, as we do him. 1 
Ar leaſt, then, you ſay, he ſhould do it al- 
ways. No; for then, he ſays, he muſt re- by, | 


pounce he Society of all ather Chriſtians; 
which 


Which, he thinks, he can't do without tlie 
** Guilt of Uncharitableneſs, i. e. of Schiſm. 
© You fay, indeed, If it be once lawful, "tt 
always a Duty. Really, Brother, I do not 
ſee that Conſequence; I.know it has been 
x often urg'd in this. Manner; for which 
Z. Reaſon I am the lefs ſurpriz'd to ſee it in 
your Paper. Our Divines have of late, 
generally glory'd in this, as an impregna- 
ble Argument; but ſurely, that muſt have 
been from their miſtaking the Queſtion 
between us and the Diſſenters; which, as 
I take it, does not go upon the Lawful- 
neſs or Unlawfulneſs of the Terms of 
Communion, ſo much, as upon the Right 
: 7 of impoſing fuch Terms as ave not war- 
1 6 ranted by the Word of God. They ſay, 
Chriſt Jeſus is King, and ſole Lawgiver of 
ns Church, or to uſe your:'own Words 
05. 28.) That He is the ſupreime Ning, Prieſt, 
9 | and Prophet, of that Society which is call'd his 
; 51 Church, and conſequently, that 'tis his 
Right alone to determine the neceſſary 
W Qualifications of all his Subjects; that He 
has made over the Benefits of the Goſpel 
to his 2 upon certain Ter erms ſet 
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( 32 ) a 
down in Scripture: And that therefore 
appointing any Modes of Worſhip which Wl 
are not to be found there, and excluding 
all Chriſtians, who will not comply with 
em, from our Aſſemblies, is, they fay, ll 
not only the higheſt Incroachment on the 
Prerogative of Chriſt ; but alſo very inju- 
rious to our Fellow-Chriſtians: From 
whence they conclude, That as they re- 
gard the Honour of their Lord and Ma- 
ſter, or the Intereſts of His Church, they 
ought to bear their publick Teſtimony a- 
gainſt this Uſurpation ; which, they think, 
they cannot do ſo well as by their preſent 
Diſſent. And if this be the Caſe, you 
would do well to conſider, whether there 
is not a great Difference between Total 
and Occaſional Conformity : By the firſt, 
a Man ſubmits to the Right of Impoſing, | 
and, as far as he can, declares his Appro- 
bation of it: By the ſecond, he ſhews his 
Diſlike of it, in Worſhipping God gene- 
rally and ſtatedly with the Diſſenters, tho? 
at the ſame time he teſtifies his Charity for 
thoſe, who he is willing to believe are ſin» 
cere, tho? miſtaken Chriſtians, by Wor- 
ſhipping 


X# 


s » ith, the Charck. upon Occa- 
E . C3 2 


Bur If ths. "reach o& tlie Caſe, 1 


3s F conſeſz, is not always the ſtrongeſt Mo- 


tive, could not prevail with you in this 


Matter, One would think common Diſ- 
cretion, and the Zeal you have for the 


the Church, ſhould: have taught you not 
to condemn a Practice which has done 


our Cauſe good Service, and which our 
Fathers had a particular Dependance up- 


on at the Reformation. The Sectaries, 
you know, are bred up under ſtrong Pre- 
judices againſt the Church ; which tho? 


they are unreaſonable, yet while they 


WM” polleſs their Minds, are in the Nature 


of firſt Principles to them; And how 
ſhall thoſe Prejudices be e ? By 


keeping at the utmoſt Diſtance from our 


Aſſemblies? By conſtantly frequenting 
their own, where they are not likely 
to hear any Thing to our Advan- 


nf tage? Or by coming among us to be 
b better inſorm'd? And if they ſhould, 
can we think they will be converted in 
an Inſtant? No; Education, Example, 


E and 


7» 
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N 
and in ſome Caſes, perhaps Intereſt oppoſe 
the Work, Which according to your 
Maxim, of 4 as Lanfl, and always a Duty; 
muſt be done in a Moment, or never 
done: How many, who have begun with 
Occaſional Conformity, have in proceſs of 
Time, become Total Conformiſis? N ay, T 
believe, I may ſay, that we have not an 
honeſt Man, who has come over from 
their Quarters to ours, but did come to i 
us by theſe Degrees which you con⸗ 
demn. 

B u rT, God be thank'd, our Reform, 
ers were not of your Mind; they compibd 
our excellent Litargy with a particular 
Regard to the Prejudices of the Roman- 
Catholicks ; and, with a View that they 

Theirlet- would come to us by Degrees, retain d 

ere many of the popiſh Rites; as the Surplice, 


foreign 
Reform- Croſs in Baptiſm, Koaoeding at the Sacra- 


Ref Vel ment, & c. Not but that thoſe Things they 
l. thought ſhould be laid afide, when the 
Times would bear ſuch an Alteration, but 
purely to win over the Papiſts by theſe 
Compliances : For the ſame Reaſon the 
Petition in the * From the Thranny of 

the 


(35) 
the Biſhop of Rome, Good Lord, deliver us; 
was dropt ; and the explicite Declaration 
againſt Tranſubſtantiation, which was in 
K. Edw. VT's Articles, was omitted in the 
Declaration of certain Articles of Religi- 
on, fet out in the Beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, and the Matter left in 
general Words in thoſe, paſs d in the 1300 
Year of her Reign, which we now ule. 
| AND becauſe the Account of that Af- 
fair may give you a pretty good Notion 
of the Temper of that Age, and of tlie 
Counſels that govern'd at the Reforma- 
tion, you will give me Leave to be a lit- 
tle more particular: There i in King Ed- nip pet. 
ward VI's Articles (Art. 29.) 4 large Re- 2 f. 
futation of the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, from the Impoſſibility of a Body's being 
in two Places at one Time, and the Teſtimo. 
ny of the Scripture, that Chriſt was taken ap 
into Heaven, there to abide to the End of the 
World ; the ſame Refutation in Subſtance is 


U 


1 the original Copy of Queen Elizabeth's 1 
9 Articles, ſubſcrib'd by all thoſe that ſate in 
either Houſe of Convocation at that Time, 
* DASH'D OVER WITH Mixiux; get 


E 2 fo 


D 


'# 5 


| [ ſo, that. it is ſtill legible ; the Secret of eas 
| this: T The Queen aud hex Cauxcil Aach d ta 
anitę ul into the,C qui of - the;Charch ; 

i an it was albdg ditlut ſach ar expreſs. Duela- 
ration againſt the real, Preſeuce, might drive 
| from the Church many who were of that Perſuds 
* | ſion; and therefore it was thought to be enough 
# zo condemn Tranſubſtantiation, and ta ſay, 
| that Chriſt was preſenk after a ſpiritual Man. 
1 ver, and received by Faith. Thus ypu ſee, our 
0 Reformers thought the People might 
1 come to Church, and yet retain their 
4 former popiſh Opinions; that they might 
= receive the Sacrament. with us, and yet 
; believe it to be the Sacrifice of the Maſs [ 
and that our Church was content to have 


their Bodies in our publick Aſſemblies, 
tho? their Hearts were elſewhere, and 
yet you complain of Something much leſs 
than this, in the Occaſional Conformity 
of Diſſenters : But with what Juſtice or 
Prudence, you may ſee by what I have 
ſaid, eſpecially if you conſider ſurther, 
that the Pope was the firſt Man that ever 
X Froceed: condemn'd it: He ſaw his Intereſt by that 
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Ws therefare, HHO HE: TWICE OFFRR'D 5 1 
ro c OUR. SSRVICE-BOox, he af Vol. 1 
© ſt firbed his ſpiritual Sabjeits tuet 10 c * 405 
1 to Ghareh, 4s the only Means t retrievę His 
Abgirs bere.y Nay, ſome of the beſt-of 
2 our Writers, as well as of our Ad * 
ties, have been of the ſame” Mind; 
ſhop Taylor declares plainly for . | 
Conbormity, in his Liberty of Prophecyivg , 
ſo does Stilling ſtoet in his Irenicum; and 
Gl cho! he afterwards: contradicted a. great 
Part of that Book; yet the Duty of Occa· 
bags Conformity, and the Advantage 
N Vibe Church wWeu 109 8 it, was fo plain 
Rf to him, that in bis perati 
se peeſſes tba Men I 
4 ( firongeſt! Terms image Norwould 
[ | | ohe Di ſſenters f L Wri t ers pretend) lam if, 27 0 7 
be ever brought: gh | 
Fo their rege if whe- Loa of by Dit 


| Truth was: not ſenters. 


ronger witly cen than = 
the Deſire of forming Marty. And ſhall | * 
Proteſtants run into a -n which the 
Pere sdraded to. ſgcugg his own Power as 
| mong us, and whicho fNeceſfity muſk per? EY 
petuate our Nifferences ? Shall Church- _— 
„ _. ww. 
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(638) 
men, good Churchmen, as you are, con- 
demn a Practice, which the Diſſenters, 
if they had ſeen their own Intereſt, and 
were reſolv'd to purſue it as a Party, 
would have condemn'd long ago? Shall 
we ſay, the honeft Diſſenter does not al- 
low himſelf in a Practice, which is fo 
likely to make 'em all honeſt Churchmen ? 
Or, can you call upon em to act by the 
beſt Information they can get, and yer 
deny *em the beſt Means of Information | 
we can give em, which are our excellent 
Sermons ? So that here you have betray'd 
your own Scheme, unleſs you will have 
us think, that the Way to be reconcibd 
to the Church, is never to come near it; 
and, that thoſe are likely to have the 
greateſt Value for us, who know leaſt 
Ma. 

I SHALL ſay little of your eagle Mark, 
becauſe, I believe, when you are rightly 
appriz'd of the Difference between us and 

the Diſſenters, you will be aſham'd' of it 
Mark. 19. yourſelf, The honeſs Diſſenter, you ſay, 
does not infuſe his Scruples into other People. 
But if he thinks, as you do, That Chriſt is 
FTF 
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Which is called his Church, and that unſerip- 
tural Terms of Communion, are Uſurpa- 
tions on his Prerogative, and as you /pag. 
W 29.) ſay, That all who join with an Vſurper 
are in ſome Meaſure guilty bf his Uſurpation, 
tho not to ſo great 4 Degree, as the Uſurper 
himſelf is; I ſay, if he thinks thus, he will 
W think himſelf bound by the Allegt- 
| ance he owes his Lord and Mafter, as 
Well as by the Regard which is due to his 
Brethren, to excite the ſame Spirit of 
WF Jealouſy in others; and if he th - * it his 
Duty to keep up publick Worfhip, he is 
" © willing that thoſe who officiate as Mini- 
ſters in the Congregation, ſhould be qua- 
lify*d for that Work; which we all allow 
cannot ſo well be without a preparatory 
Education for it, and therefore ſets up, 
or encourages Schools or Academies for 
that Purpoſe : Which you call Training Pag 32: 
them up in a Method, 'an Art, (or as I find 2 
you had rather exprefs yourſelf) 4 Knack 
of Praying Extempore; and are mightily 
concern'd, that the poor People ſhould after 
all imagine, that the Hor LY Man utters theſe 


divine, 


; the King, Prieſt, and Prophet of that Society 7 725 ar. 
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divine, theſe raviſbing Prayers, by the ume. 
diate, nn Aſſe n of the __y 
Ghoſt. 

REALLY, Brother, this Smartneſs, is | 
below the Dignity of our Order, as well 
as profane in the preſent Caſe ; the Bu- 
ſineſs of Prayer, and the Share the Holy 
Ghoſt has in it, and in other religious Du- 
ties, are by no Means the proper Sub- 
js of Ridicule: The Diſſenters are in 
the right in begging the Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit in their religious Performances, we 
do the ſame in dur Liturgy; and there- 
fore, however miftaken they are about 
the Manner of the Aſſiſtance, in com. 
mon Decency, you ſhould not have men- 
tion'd the German Artiſt, or have ſet. rhe 
Holy Man, as you ſcoffingly call him, in 
fo ridiculous a Light. I would not have 
you miſtake me, I don't blame you now 
for. being witty, (tho that is not to be 
born in ſerious Matters) but for attempr- 
ing to be ſo: Therefore let me, as a 
Friend, leave two Cautions with you; 
Never jeſt in ſacred Things: And when- 
ever yo are again tempted to ſhew your 

a, 


——_ (4) 7 
Wit, vonſider, that Nothing is ſo, that is 
not good Senſe; leaſt while Fools laugh 
at your Jeſts, wiſe bom: turn it upon 


ou: 10 

F 1 Mn forks W 

I= Mals — 

oh Ada n my Letter with | 
an Obſervation or two on your ninth 1 
Mark, which is, That the Diſſenter, till he Mark 3. : 
is THOROUGHLY... PERSUADED that one of z 
the Congregations ſeparating from the Church | 
| has a Miniſter duly authoriz'd to officiate in = 
Dad holy Things, will not join with any of em; | 
but will abſent himſelf row em all In the | 


us Il lluſtration of this Mark, you make a di- 
vine Commiſſion — to a legal Mi- 1 
niſtry ; ; and conclude, That . hoſe «who _- 


Join with One nat ſo commiſſion d, are in ſome —_ 
Meaſure guilty, of the ſame Vſurpation, tho? 
not in ſo great 4 Degree as he who. acts in 9 
thoſe Caſes without 4 Commiſton. Nov, will nn 


not. this Concluſion of yours, extend to 
all Sorts of People, who are not rHo- 
ROUGHLY PERSUADED of their Miniſter's 
. Commiſſion ? And if ſo ; pray conſider, 

11 4 F » what 
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Rule; Joa don't, it ſeems, undertake to de. 


Neceſſity of the Epiſcopal Order, and to 


ſay Diſſenters ought to do. And muſt they 
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what will be the Conſequence of your 


termine the Validity of the Commiſſion of am Ir 
of the Miniſtry. This, you ſay, is not your d. 


Buſinef. I will ſuppoſe then, (for Ar- 
gument Sake, you will give me leave to 
ſuppoſe it). that you cannot prove the 
Lawfulneſs of any one Miniſtry. Your | 
own Conſequence then is, That you muſt | 
abſent yourſelf from all publick Worſhip. | 
But if it ſhould be own'd, that you can 
prove this Point to your own Satisfaction; 
yet ſurely, the Bulk of the People know 
Nothing of the Matter; they have not 
bent their Studies that Way; nor have 
they Leiſure or Capacity for ſuch Enqui- | F] 
ries ; nor is it poſſible they ſhould. If I 
they muſt conſult thoſe Paſſages of Anti- 
quity that are-made uſe of to eſtabliſh the 
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prove their Sueceſſion, as you ( pag. 9 


never come to Church till they are tho- 
roughly perſuaded of the ny or” your 
Commiſſion? * © - 
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'Bes1DEs, you know, the Efficacy of 


de. the Sacraments, does not depend on the 
0 Intention of the Miniſter ; and does it 
ur depend, think you, on ſomewhat which 
r. neither Miniſter nor People know any 
to ching of, and is entirely out of their Pow- 


er? Do you think Jeſus Chriſt gave 
Himſelf a Sacrifice for us, and died to 
t purchaſe to Himſelf a People, and that 
„ Ue has left his Followers at ſuch an Un- 
1 certainty for their Salvation, as your 
Doctrine would introduce ? That He has f 
left a Law with his People to be ſupply'd =_ 
from Paſſages of Antiquity? - =_ 
W have been taught, I know, to 
aſſert the N eceſſity of Epiſcopal Ordina- 
tion, in a Succeſſion from the Apoſtles; | 
but if that is to be done at all, it ſhould nn 
be done with Caution, even in our Ser- 
mons, but never in Print, becauſe that 
Succeſſion muſt be derivd thro the Ro- 
miſh Church, which has been divided in- 
to great Schiſms, and at laſt was ſo cor- 
rupted, ſo chang'd from the Model of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, that we were 
ſorc'd to ſeparate from her: And when 
F 2 . 


(44) 
we did ſo; how was the Succeſſion pre- 
ſerv'd ! — Perhaps, you have not read 
this Part of our Hiſtory, and therefore 
II ſet down a Paſſage or two from Bi- 
ſhop Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, | 
with my own Obſeryations, which you 
may peruſe at your Leiſure. 

vot, ll. THERE were but few Biſhops living 

378. at the Opening of Queen Elizabeth's firſt 
Parliament, in which the Oath of Supre- 
macy was appointed to be taken by all 
1. Ele. c. Biſhops, and other Ecclefi ſaſtical Perſons, un- 
Fo der Pain of Forfeiture of Offices, and 


Diſability for Liſe ; and when the Par- 
Fol. 396. lia ment was over, the Oath was tender'd 3 
to the Biſhops, who all of em, except Lan- 


daff, refus'd it, and incurr'd the Penalty of 
the Law. The See of Canterbury, indeed 
(as were alſo ſome other Sees) was va- 
cant at the Queen's Acceſſion, by the 
Death of Card: Pool; and Parker, a pri- 
vate Clergyman, was deſign'd for it; 
but not put in till aſter this Forfeiture by 
the Reſt of the Biſhops: On the eighth 
Fol. 402. of July the Conge a eſtire was ſent to Can. 
terbury, on the firſt of Auguſt he was cho» 
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ſen; on the ninth of September following a | 
Warrant was directed ro the Biſhops of 
Darham, Bath and Wells, Peterborough, 
Landaff, and Barlow and Scory (ſtyl'd on- 
ly Biſhops, not being elected to any Sees) 
for his Conſecration. You ſee, it was 
then thought neceſſary to direct the Com- 
miſſion to three of thoſe very Biſhops, Viz, 
Durham, Peterborough, Bath and Wells, 
who had refus'd the Oath of Supremacy, 
and were not yet turn'd out of their Sees: 
But. theſe Men, perhaps imagining that 
they ſhould be made uſe of to fill ſome Vacan - 
L cy, and then be laid aſide themſelves, 
reſus'd to act under it: And therefore, 
on the ninth of December, a new War- 
rant paſs'd the Seal to the Biſhop of Lan- 
daß, Barlow, Biſhop ele& of Chicheſter? Fol. 403. 
Scory, elect of Hereford, Coverdale, late 
Biſhop of Exeter, Hoadgkins, Suffragan of 
Bedford, John, Suffragan of Thetford, and 
| Bele, Biſhop of Oſſory, That they, or any 
Four of them, ſhould conſecrate him: 
By Virtue of this Commiſſion, he was F 
conſecrated at Lambeth by Barlow, Scory, Fol. e. 
Coverdale and Hodghtas, on the ſevententh 1 


= 
i 


TR * 
of the ſame Month : Parker being thus 
Fol. 403. conſecrated, did immediately conſecrate Bi- 

ſhops for other Sees then vacant, to the Num. 

ber of Fourteen ; and the reſt were in a 

ſhort Time fill'd up. So that the Le- 
Fol. 396. gality of all the ſucceeding Conſecrations 

depended entirely on Parker's ; for which 
you may obſerve, that Landaff and Ofſory, 
who, according to the Hiſtorian, were 
the only old Biſhops, with Sees, named 
in the Commiſſion, had no manner of 
Share in it: Barlow and Scory were not, 
ſays the Hiſtory, ſo much as Biſhops ele& 
at the Time the firſt Warrant paſs'd; 
and at the Time of the ſecond, and when 
they affiſted at the Conſecration, were 
indeed elected to Sees, but not put in till 
afterwards : Coverdale, who is call'd late 

Biſhop of Exeter, had no See at that 

Time, Exeter being full at the Queen's 
Acceſſion, and becoming vacant by Turbe- 
ville's refuſing the Qath of Supremacy ; 
nor was Coverdale even then conſider'd as 
de Jure Biſhop, and wrongfully depriv'd 
in the popiſh Reign; for among the firſt 
Conſecrations that Parker made, we find, 
| 8 he 
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(47) 
he conſecrated one Alley, Biſhop of Exeter; 
nor do I find, that he was ever look'd up- 
on as a Biſhop in any other Inſtance du- | 
ring that Reign: The laſt, who aſiſted at | 
it, was Hodg bins, Suffragan of Bedford, | 
who, as the Caſe then ſtood, Pm afraid, 
con'd have no Power to do it; for the Sta- 26. H. s. 
tute provides, That no Suffragan Biſhop ſhall 4. 
exerciſe any epiſcopal Juriſdiction, but by Com- 
miſſion from the Archbiſhop, or Biſhop of the 
= Dioceſe ; And, That if any One does exer- 
= ciſe any Epiſcopal Power otherwiſe, or for long- v' 
er Time, than is limitted in ſuch Commiſſion, 1 
N he ſhall incur the Penalty of a Premunire A 
Nou, if the Suffragan acts only under a 
7 Commiſſion from his Dioceſan, the Bi- 
ſhop of Lincoln, in whoſe Dioceſe Bedford 
is, being remov'd, and Canterbury dead, his 
Commiſſion muſt determine of Courſe; 
for every Deputy (and ſuch the Suffragan 
was) as to thoſe Matters to which his 
Deputation extends, ſtands in the Place of 
his Principal, and acts only in his Stead; 
ſo that if the Principal ſhould die, or 
be remov'd, the Deputation falls of it- 
eie | | 
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Having quoted Biſhop Burnt pretty: gh 
1 in this Caſe, you may expect 1 
ſhould ſet down his Opinion of it; but 
truly, his Lordſhip ſeems to give up the 
Point, and rather excuſes it from the 
Confuſiqn the Church was then in, than 
offers at a plain Vindication. However, 
upon the Whole, *tis plain, our Reform- 
ers were under ſome Difficulties in this 
Affair of the Conſecration; otherwiſe, 
the firſt Commiſſion would not have been 
directed to three Biſhops, who had for- 
feited their Sees by an Act of Parliament 
pafs'd that very Year ; or the ſecond, to 
one quondum Biſhop, Githdmn they never 
reftor*d) two Biſhops elect, and two Suf- 
fragans ; eſpecially, if we further obſerve, 
That in the Letters Patents for the Conſe- 
eration of the firſt Biſhops, the Queen, for 
avoiding all Ambiguity, and Queſtions, that 
might be objected againſt the ſame ; hath, by het 
Jupreme Power and Authority, diſpenſed with 
Al Cauſes and doubt of any Te tx PECTIOx 
or DiSABILITY, that can, or may, be objetted 
to it. This, as the Starute ſays, was 4 Caution 
"ab ha not been us'd in Letters Patents of 
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1 fanke Natare. j Anduherefore: may give 
one Reaſon to ſuſpect, that the Legality of 
the Proceeding was not ſo clear, as One 
could wiſh it; and this Suſpicion, . is con- 
 firm'd-by the Act of Parliament which 755 
paſsd in the eighth Year of her Reign, 
Declaring all the C onſecrations that had been ; Zliz. e. 
made ſince the Queen's Acceſſi ron, Valid; any © 
Matter or Thing, that can, or may be * ected 
tothe contrary, notwithſtanding; and as it is 
afterwards expreſs'd, any Statute, Lam, Ca- 
non, or other Thing, to the contrary notwith= 
ſtanding; Provided, that mo Perſon ſhall. be 
moleſted by Means of any Certificate of any 
Archbiſhop, or Biſhop already mae, or before =_ 
the End of this Seſſion of Parliament Re = 
made, touching his Refuſal of the Oath of Sa- | 
premacy ; and that, all Tenders of the Oath al- 
ready made, or to be made, before the End of 
this Seſſion of Parliament, by any Archbiſhop 
"or Biſhop-; and all Refaſal of the Oath „% 0 
them tender'd, | ſpall be Void, and of 20 Effect 2 
in Law, This Proviſo refers to the Statute ul 
of the 5th of Q. Elix. cap. 2. By.which, all-;. Kü 6 
Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, are impower L¶/ 
| > on the Oath of NA to all 1 5 
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tual Petſons;'s and ws — theſe 1 


Refuſal into the Kijng's-Bench, upen which 
Certificate the Party was to be indicted 


So that the Parliament, the? they con- 
firm'd the Biſhops in their Sees; yet not 
confirming ; ; but on the contrary, except- 


ing, and vacating thoſe Acts of theirs 


which regarded the Liberty 'or Property 


of a third Perſon, have virtually declar'd, 


that they did not look upon em as good 
Biſhops before this Act paſsd; for if they 
had been fv, theſe Tenders of the Oarh 

which they made as Biſhops, atid under 
the Sanction of an Act of Parliament, 


would have been valid. | 
 Bxs108s, if we put our Cauſe on che 


| Foot of a divine Commiſſion, will not the 
Sectaries retort upon us, That either the 


popiſh Biſhops had a divine Commiſſion, 
or they had none: If they had, how could 
they be depriv'd of it, even by an Act of 
Parliament, and conſequently , 3 what 
Right had thoſe who ſucceeded em? If 


they had not, how came we by it, who 


Claim under their Conſecrations? So that 


Ft think, inſtead of inſiſting. loudly' on our 


r 


I J ** _ 51 13 e 9 F 
W Kirin eiche, as you and other :ndiſcrees ©. —— 
Men have dane; we had better let that 
Matter paſs over in ſilence, (unleſs now 
and then we introduce it in the Pulpit), 
and reſt upon cur national, legal Eſta- 
bliſhment, which will ſerye our Turn ag 
well. I have, I confeſs, ſome Hopes that 5 
we ſhall hear no more of it from you, be- 
cauſe you introduce this Part of your Cha- 
rafter with a ſeeming Diffidence, which 

truly is very becoming Writers of your 

Form: You might very well! expect, as 
you ſay you do, That it would appear harſh pr 26. 
and ſurprizing, not only to Ring-leaders of 
Setts and Factians; but to bee Bratt well- 
meaning Men amangft . I will only add, 
That J hope it does by this Time —— 

ſo to you. 

You may be apt to ask, Why I, who 
am a Stranger ta your Perſon, have given 
you this Trouble; at leaſt, why not be- 

fore now? Tl give you my Anſwer, and 
then take my leave of you for this Time. 
T hoped, one or another of ou? Brethren 

in your Neighbourhood would ha ve un- 
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